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Dear  Friends, 

In  this  season  of  painful  excitement  and  alarm, 
when  men’s  hearts  are  failing  them  with  fear,  on  account  of  the  ravages 
of  that  pestilential  disease  that  has  lately  come  among  us,  by  which 
multitudes  of  our  neighbours  and  fellow-townsmen,  in  the  midst  of  all 
the  gaieties  of  life,  after  only  a  few  hours  bodily  misery,  are  called  to 
appear  before  God,  and  to  enter  upon  their  eternal  state  ; — allow  us,  as 
friends  to  your  present  and  future  welfare,  to  address  a  few  lines  to  you, 
by  way  of  improving  this  afflicting  visitation. 

That  this  terrible  scourge  is  from  the  hand  of  an  offended  God,  you 
•annot  reasonably  doubt.  If  you  admit  that  God  made  and  governs  the 
world  ;  if  you  admit  what  our  Saviour  affirms,  that  not  a  sparrow  can  m all 
without  our  heavenly  Father — without  his  knowledge,  will,  or  appoint¬ 
ment, — you  cannot  suppose  that  Men  and  Women,  God’s  highest  and 
noblest  beings  on  earth,  endowed  by  him  with  immortal  spirits, — that 
they  can  be  hurried  out  of  this  world,  but  in  a  way  that  shall  be  under 
God's  appointment.  We  do  not  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  na¬ 
tural  causes  of  this  disease,  or  the  means  of  its  introduction  into  our 
aeighbourhood,  whether  by  contagion  from  the  Continent — by  the  state 
af  the  atmosphere  wThich  we  breathe — by  the  want  or  impurity  of  the 
poor ;  these  may  be  means  or  instruments ;  but  we  beg  to  direct  you 
I©  the  First  Great  Cause,  to  that  God  in  whom  “  we  live  and  move 
and  have  our  being,”  *  and  who  declares  in  his  word,  “  I,  even  I  am  He, 
and  there  is  no  god  writh  me  ;  I  kill  and  I  make  alive  ;  I  wound  and 
1  heal ;  neither  is  there  any  that  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand.”  -f- 

Reader  !  It  is  the  Hand  of  the  Lord  that  is  upon  us.  Whatever 
war  be  the  instruments  of  affliction,  either  in  its  milder  or  more  alarming 
sad  dreadful  forms,  it  should  be  viewed  as  the  visitation  of  the  Most 
High,  who  doeth  according  to  his  will,  not  only  in  the  army  of  Heaven, 
kui  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  £  Moral  evil,  or  that  which  is 
evil  or  sinful  in  its  own  nature,  cannot  be  attributed  to  God.  B*t 
natural  evil,  or  the  various  sufferings  indicted  upon  the  guilty,  may 
be,  and  should  be,  ascribed  to  the  chastizing  hand  of  the  Almighty. 
“  Affliction  cometh  not  from  the  dust,  neither  doth  trouble  spring  out 
of  the  ground.”  §  Is  any  individual  or  a  family  afflicted?  The  Scripture 
a«*«hes  us  to  infer,  that  this  cometh  forth  from  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Are 

*  Aett,  xvii.  28.  f  Deut.  xxxii.  39.  j:  Dan.  iv.  35u  §  Job,  r.  6. 
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eities  or  nations  smitten  by  some  terrible  calamity  ?  The  Lord  hath  done  it. 
Does  health  decline, — do  riches  disappear?  God  hath  taken  them  away. 
Is  our  nearest  and  dearest  friend  or  relative  removed  from  us  by  the 
stroke  of  death?  “  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Son  of  man,  behold,  I  take 
away  from  thee  the  desire  of  thine  eyes  with  a  stroke.”*  Are  the  fruits 
of  the  field  or  vineyard  cut  off?  (iI  have  smitten  you  with  blasting  and 
mildew.  ”f  And  does  a  pestilential  disease  make  its  appearance  in  a 
town  or  country  ?  God  saith,  “  I  have  sent  among  you  the  Pestilence, 
after  the  manner  of  Egypt.  ”f 

This  last  mentioned  affliction,  Reader,  is  actually  now  upon  us !  The 
statement  of  this  day,  (Jan.  26,  1832,)  relative  to  the  progress  of  this 
awful  disease  is,  that  since  its  appearance  last  month,  1245  persons 
have  been  attacked  by  it  in  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  !  And  in  431  eases, 
its  violence  and  malignant  character  have  been  such,  that  in  a  few  hours, 
life  has  yielded  to  the  stroke  !  and  in  a  few  more,  they  have  been  in  their 
graves !  ! 

But  you  are  now  disposed  to  inquire,  What  is  the  Cause  of  this 
alarming  visitation?  Why  hath  the  Almighty  thus  smitten  us?  WTe 
answer,  sin,  or  disobedience  to  God,  is  the  cause.  God  never  inflict* 
punishment,  but  where  there  is  guilt.  Read  your  Bible  ;  and  there  you 
will  learn,  that  when  the  Almighty  “  cometh  forth  out  of  his  ‘place  to  punish 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ,  it  is  for  their  iniquity.”^  Why  were 
Adam  and  Eve  driven  from  Paradise  ? — For  rebellion  against  Gad. 
Why  was  the  world  of  mankind  destroyed  by  a  flood  ?  “  God  saw  the 
wickedness  of  man  upon  the  earth ;  and  he  said,  I  will  destroy  man 
whom  I  have  created  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Why  did  he  lay  the 
cities  of  the  plain  in  ashes  ?  It  was,  “  Because  the  cry  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  was  great,  and  because  their  sin  was  very  grievous.  ”(| 
What  was  the  cause  that  the  immense  multitude  of  Jews  that  came  out 
©f  Egypt  perished  in  the  wilderness  ?  Because  they  “  lusted  after  evil 
things — murmured  against  God,  and  tempted  Christ,  &c,,  and  there 
fell  in  one  day,  three  and  twenty  thousand.”**  Why  were  the  ancient 
nations  of  Canaan  cast  out  and  destroyed  ?  Because  the  measure  of  their 
iniquity  was  full.-f f  Why  was  Jerusalem  laid  in  ruins,  and  the  Jews 
dispersed  (as  it  is  at  this  day)  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ?  “  Because  they 
knew  not  the  day  of  their  visitation  had  killed  the  prophets,  and 
stoned  them  that  were  sent  unto  them  ;§§  and,  finally,  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory,^  and  put  away  from  them  the  gospel  of  his  grace.  |j  y 

But  the  question  again  returns,  What  sin  so  prevails  in  this  town 

AND  NEIGHBOURHOOD  AS  TO  BE  CONSIDERED  THE  CAUSE  OF  THIS  PESTI¬ 
LENCE  ?  We  might  answer,  that  sins  in  every  form,  sins  of  every  cha¬ 
racter,  prevail  among  us  ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  character  or  crimi¬ 
nality  of  any  sin ,  it  is  infinitely  offensive  to  God,  incurs  his  wrath, 
and  deserves  the  manifestations  of  his  fierce  indignation.  But  on  this 
afflicting  and  alarming  crisis,  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  two  or  three  vices, 
which  appear  most  openly  and  publicly  to  prevail. 

*  Ezek.  xxiv.  16.  f  Amos,  iv.  9.  f  Amos,  iv.  10.  §  Isa.  xxvi.  £1. 

Gen.  vi.  5,  7.  jj  Gen.  xviii.  20.  **  1  Cor.  x.  5-11.  ff  Gen.  xv.  1C. 
||  Luke,  xix.  44,  §§  Matt,  xxiii.  37,  38.  1  Cor.  ii.  8.  |J  fj  Acts, 

xiii.  46. 
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I. — DRUNKENNESS.  This  is  a  crime  confined  neither  to  the  rich 
m  or  poor;  but,  alas  !  prevails  in  all  classes  of  society.  God’s  displea¬ 
sure  at  this  sin  may  be  inferred  from  that  awful  declaration,  that  no 
u  thieves  or  drunkards  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.”*  And  that 
this  is  one  of  the  sins  among  us  that  have  provoked  the  Almighty  to 
correct  us  by  the  rod  of  Pestilence ,  may  be  inferred  from  this  painful 
circumstance — that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  persons  to  whom 
the  disease  has  been  fatal  have  been  of  this  stamp!  Nay,  inquiry 
goes  further  than  this — that  THREE  out  of  FOUR  that  have  died 
of  Cholera  during  this  alarming  visitation,  have  been  regular  and  con¬ 
firmed  dram-drinkers  or  drunkards  !  and,  what  has  added  to  the  tre¬ 
mendous  and  appalling  character  of  the  visitation,  a  great  proportion 
of  these  unhappy  persons  were  either  at  the  time  drunk  when  the 
fatal  scourge  came  upon  them,  or  were  suffering  under  effects  of  in¬ 
toxication  !  ! 

The  cry  of  this  sin  (like  the  cry  of  Sodom)  had  reached  the  ear  of 
the  Almighty.  He  looked  down  from  heaven  and  saw  the  hundreds, 
yea,  the  thousands,  of  these  towns  and  neighbouring  villages  immersed 
in  this  guilty  practice  !  He  heard  the  Drunkard’s  song  !  He  heard 
the  profane,  loose,  and  ungodly  ribaldry  ever  attending  the  ale-bench ! 
He  heard  his  professing  people  and  ministers  calumniated !  He 
heard  his  holy  word  cited  to  produce  merriment  and  laughter,  and 
to  harden  the  already  obdurate  against  the  Bible  and  against  religion ! 
He  heard  his  Holy  Name  profaned,  and  his  promises  and  threaten- 
ings  wickedly  questioned,  and  contradicted  !  And  is  it  any  wonder 
that  he  should  arise,  and  come  forth  out  of  his  place ,  to  punish  such 
guilty  persons  ?  Is  it  any  wonder  that  he  should  fulfil  one  of  those 
threatenings,  and  send  among  them  the  Pestilence  ?  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  he  should  lay  in  the  silence  of  the  grave  those  voices  so  corrupt, 
so  corrupting,  and  so  profane?  No;  the  wonder  rather  is,  that  he 
has  borne  with  t  hem  so  long  ;  that  he  has  not  long  ago  made  those 
drunkards  to  drink  of  the  cup  of  his  fury,  which  he  hath  decreed  shall 
be  their  ultimate  portion.*}* 

But  lest ,  Reader ,  you  should  suppose  that  this  is  merely  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  Writer ,  and  that  Drunkards  have  no  more  been  signalized  by 
this  scourge  of  God  than  other  men ,  we  beg  your  serious  attention  to  the 
following 

STRIKING  FACTS.J 

The  first  case  of  Cholera  that  occurred  in  Gateshead,  was  in  an  aged  fe¬ 
male,  who  for  many  years  has  been  remarkable  only  for  her  filthiness  and 
intemperance.  Her  time  was  spent  chiefly  in  begging  and  gathering  up 
aay  kind  of  filthy  offals  which  she  could  exchange  for  money.  The  money 

*  1  Cor.  vi.  10. 

f  See  Psalm,  lxxv.  8.  Isa.  li.  22,  23.  Rev.  xiv.  10,  and  xvi.  19. 

t  It  was  intended,  according  to  notice  given  in  the  public  papers,  to  print 
these  Facts  as  a  separate  tract ;  but,  on  reconsideration,  it  was  determined  to 
unite  them  with  the  Address,  that  each  might  promote  the  impression  of  the 
other  These  facts  are  calculated  to  alarm  none  but  the  immoral  and  profane  ; 
and  if,  thereby,  a  check  should  be  put  to  the  vices  to  which  we  refer,  the 
alarm  will  be  a  blessing,  as  well  to  the  community  as  to  the  individuals. 
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so  obtained  was  generally  spent  in  drink.  In  a  state  of  extreme  infoxiea- 
tion  she  was  carried  home,  and  in  a  few  hours  she  was  attacked  by  the 
Cholera,  of  which  she  died  in  a  very  short  time,  under  awful  circumstances. 

During  the  week  immediately  preceding  Christmas  Day,  some  of  the 
Glass  Houses  presented  scenes  of  excessive  drinking.  When  some  of  those 
persons  were  reproved  for  their  excesses,  they  jeeringly  replied  “  We  are 
drinking  to  keep  the  Cholera  away."  The  sequel  proved  the  reverse  of 
their  bravado  ;  for  some  of  those  very  men  were  among  the  first  whom  the 
Cholera  fatally  seized ! 

About  noon  on  Christmas  Day,  (which  also  was  the  Holy  Sabbath  !)  m 
the  lower  part  of  this  Town  and  in  Bottle  Bank,  such  scenes  of  drunken¬ 
ness  and  outrage  were  witnessed,  as  would  be  disgraceful  in  a  heathen  coun¬ 
try.  Men  and  women  were  staggering  in  a  state  of  complete  intoxication. 
Some  were  brawling  and  fighting,  while  crowds  were  collected  as  spectators 
to  glory  in  their  shame.  The  streets  in  this  case  were  almost  impassable. 
But  “  because  of  these  things,  the  wrath  of  God  cometh  on  t  he  children  of 
disobedience.”  *  That  nighty  and  the  two  following  days  awfully  verified 
this  divinely-inspired  declaration  ;  no  less  than  9S  persons  were  smitten  by 
this  Pestilence,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  died  in  a  few  hours.  From 
the  25th  of  December,  to  the  5th  of  January,  S25  cases  were  reported,  and 
102  deaths  in  Gateshead  alone !  !  One  of  the  worst  streets,  parallel  with 
the  Tyne,  was  said  to  be  swept  of  confirmed  drunkards  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  with  a  very  small  exception. 

The  day  following  Christmas  Day,  two  men  (one  living  in  the  town  and 
the  other  a  few  miles  in  the  country,)  attended  a  cock-fight  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  and  at  a  public-house  partook  of  a  supper  with  the  company  that  had 
been  engaged  in  this  cruel  and  wicked  sport,  and  without  doubt  enjoyed  the 
concomitant  drink.  While  at  supper  the  townsman  was  seized  with  the 
Cholera,  and  was  a  corpse  in  about  12  hours ;  and  the  countryman  was 
assailed  by  the  same  messenger  of  death  as  soon  as  he  got  home,  and  withia 
two  days  was  also  in  eternity  ! 

An  aged  woman,  who  was  seldom  sober  when  she  could  procure  drink 
enough  to  intoxicate  her,  got  to  the  door  of  her  habitation  about  midnight, 
on  the  24th,  and  found  her  door  locked  against  her.  Her  husband  and  soa 
were  in  a  similar  condition.  After  she  had  effected  her  entrance,  the 
Cholera  followed,  and  she  speedily  became  its  miserable  victim  ! 

A  pensioner,  in  the  lower  part  of - ,  who  was  accustomed  to  see 

his  money  through  before  he  ceased  drinking,  was  cautioned  by  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  signed  his  certificate,  on  the  26th,  to  guard  against  his  usual  prac¬ 
tice,  lest  that  should  he  the  last  pension  money  he  should  ever  receive. 
He  unhappily  disregarded  the  caution — took  his  place  in  a  public-house — 
drank  to  excess  till  midnight — was  attacked  by  this  fatal  disease  about  tw© 
o’clock,  and  died  at  half-past  six  the  same  morning ! 

Another  person  who  had  listened  to  some  warnings  upon  this  subject, 
went  home  and  said  to  his  wife,  “  They  say  that  the  wickedest,  and  drunken 
people,  are  the  first  attacked  by  this  disease ;  and  I  have  been  very  wicked.” 
This  his  wife  admitted,  and  advised  him  to  amend  his  life.  That  night  he 
was  seized,  and  next  day  he  died ! 

A  man  in - bank,  who  was  a  confirmed  drunkard  and  notorious  cock- 

fighter,  was  induced  to  attend  a  place  of  worship  on  the  Sunday  evening, 
(New  Year’s  Day.)  What  he  then  heard,  alarmed  his  conscience.  On 
reaching  his  home,  he  told  his  wife  he  was  in  the  way  to  hell ,  took  off  the 
heads  of  his  cocks,  and  declared  that  he  would  change  his  life,  and  attend 
the  prayer  meeting  in  the  chapel  next  morning  at  6  o’clock.  He  rose  at  k 


*  Eph.  v.  6, 
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o’clock  to  be  ready ;  before  6  he  was  seized  by  Cholera,  and  was  permitted 
to  enter  the  House  of  God  no  more  !  God,  however,  spared  him  two  days, 
during  which  he  most  fervently  prayed  for  mercy  ;  and  we  trust  that  mercy 
was  granted  at  this  eleventh  hour.  In  the  most  solemn  manner  he  en¬ 
treated  his  old  friends  who  visited  him,  to  allow  his  untimely  fate  to  be  an 
effectual  warning  to  them.  May  they  have  wisdom  to  take  that  warning, 
“  lest  a  worse  thing  come  upon  them  !”* 

A  pitman,  at - ,  who  had  received  his  fortnight’s  wages,  gave  his  wife 

twenty  shillings  of  the  money  to  maintain  the  family  for  an  equal  period, 
and,  with  the  rest,  (amounting  variously  from  ten  to  twenty  shillings,)  he 
set  off  to  a  public-house,  with  the  declared  intention  of  spending  it.  While 
there,  his  wife  obtained  another  shilling  from  him,  for  urgent  purposes.  He 
afterwards  staggered  his  way  home,  found  where  the  shilling  was  laid  ;  re¬ 
turned  and  drank  the  whole.  Having  spent  all,  he  again  made  his  way 
home, — sat  some  hours  on  a  cold  stone  at  the  door.  The  Cholera  followed 
this  bout,  and  he  was  presently  in  his  grave  !  Some  of  his  family  were  at¬ 
tacked,  but  recovered.  The  bed,  bedding,  &c.  of  the  unhappy  man,  were 
drawn  from  his  miserable  abode,  and  committed  to  the  flames  ! 

A  woman  in  Newcastle,  whose  habits  were  grossly  intemperate  and  dis- 
ssolute,  was  seen  in  a  state  of  intoxication  at  a  late  hour  on  a  certain  day. 
The  next  morning  she  was  attacked  by  this  disease,  and  died  the  same  day  ! 

Another  woman  in  Newcastle,  whose  name  wras  — ,  was  drunk  in  the 
evening,  attacked  also  next  morning,  and  that  day  quitted  this  world ! 

A  middle-aged  person  in  the - ,  remarkable  for  nothing  but  gross  pro¬ 

fanity,  lewdness,  and  excessive  drinking,  died  of  Cholera  within  24  hours! 

It  is  reported,  at  a  village  on  the  Tyne,  one  ■ —  was  drinking  to  in¬ 
toxication,  and  jovially  sporting  at  the  Cholera.  Capering  merrily,  he  called 
out  “  Play  us  the  Cholera,”  and  danced  about  to  his  own  tuning.  Then, 
sprawling  on  the  floor,  he  mimicked  the  agonies  of  spasmodic  pain,  and 
shouted,  “I’ve  got  the  Cholera,  bring  me  some  brandy.”  The  derided 
Cholera,  so  to  speak,  marked  him  for  its  prey,  soon  after  smote  him,  and  he 
fell  its  victim  !  An  awful  warning  to  drunkards,  and  a  dreadful  proof  that 
hardness  of  heart  is  a  sorry  defence  against  the  arrows  of  death. 

Reader  !  are  these  sufficient  ?  If  not  sufficient,  the  number  may 
oe  doubled  !  But  surely  these  melancholy  instances  may  suffice  t© 
convince  you  that  the  feet  of  the  drunkard  “go  down  to  death,  and 
his  steps  take  hold  on  hell.” 

Should  this  Tract  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  addicted  to  this  crime, 
we  entreat  you  by  all  that  is  dear  to  you  in  this  world  or  the  world 
to  come,  to  break  off  from  this  guilty  practice  before  it  is  too  late.  Mul¬ 
titudes  of  excessive  dram-drinkers  and  drunkards  are  yet  spared  ; 
they  have  not  yet  come  under  God’s  vindictive  hand,  and  we  pray 
they  never  may.  But  let  us  tell  you,  that  if  these  awrful  warnings 
make  no  impression  upon  you ;  if  you  continue  by  this  crime  to  rebel 
against  God,  and  dishonour  his  name  and  cause,  He  will  prepare  for 
you  a  still  worse  fate.  God  himself  has  reproved  you  in  the  most 
appalling  and  terrific  manner,  by  suddenly  removing  many  around 
you.  Why  has  fie  spared  you  ?  No  doubt  it  is  to  give  you  “  space 
®f  repentance.”  But  if  you  harden  yourself  against  Him,  your  ruin 
cannot  be  far  distant. 

*  It  appears  that  two  of  his  friends  and  his  wife  have  taken  the  warning, 
and  are  likely  to  profit  thereby,  both  to  their  presetit  and  eternal  welfare. 
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Drunkenness,  remember,  is  a  crime  against  yourselves ;  and  it  infal¬ 
libly  brings  upon  you  loss  of  Health ,  loss  cf  Comfort ,  loss  of  Peace ,  loss 
of  Life ,  and,  finally,  loss  of  the  SOUL. 

It  is  a  crime  against  society.  The  Drunkard  is  unfit  to  be  associated 
with  the  rest  of  mankind.  He  is  a  walking  pestilence,  to  be  avoided 
with  horror ! 

It  is  a  crime  against  your  family.  It  reduces  from  plenty  to  poverty  ; 
and,  when  united  to  poverty,  there  is  not  only  an  end  to  all  domestic 
peace  or  comfort,  but  in  that  house  there  is  a  miniature  representation 
of  the  misery,  revilings,  accusations,  and  horrors  that  await  the  wicked 
in  a  future  state  ! 

Drunkenness  is  a  crime  against  God.  Hear  what  the  Almighty  has 
said  :  “  Woe  unto  them  that  rise  up  early  in  the  morning,  that  they  may 
follow  strong  drink  ;  that  continue  until  night  till  wine  inflame  them  ! 
And  the  harp  and  the  viol — are  in  their  feasts.  Woe  unto  them  that  are 
mighty  to  drink  wine,  and  men  of  strength  to  mingle  strong  drink  ! 
Therefore  as  the  fire  devoureth  the  stubble,  and  the  flame  consumeth 
the  chaff,  so  their  root  shall  be  rottenness,  and  their  blossom  go  up  as 
dust ;  because  they  have  cast  away  the  law  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and 
despised  the  word  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  Therefore  is  the  anger  of 
the  Lord  kindled  against  his  people,  and  he  hath  stretched  forth  his  hand 
against  them ,  and  hath  smitten  them.  Therefore  hell  hath  enlarged  her¬ 
self  and  opened  her  mouth  without  measure ,  and  their  glory ,  and  their 
multitude ,  and  their  pomp ,  and  he  that  rejoiceth,  shall  descend  into  it.”* 
How  awful  and  impressive  is  this  language  !  And  remember,  Reader, 
it  is  not  the  word  of  man,  but  the  word  of  God  ;  and  He  will  see  to  it 
that  not  a  jot  or  tittle  of  it  shall  fail  of  its  accomplishment. 

Fly,  therefore,  Drunkenness,  as  you  would  from  the  most  deadly 
enemy,  ere  your  fate  is  sealed.  Fly  from  it,  as  from  the  early  grave  of 
the  unprepared  sinner.  Fly  from  it,  as  from  the  wrath  of  the  omnipo¬ 
tent  Jehovah.  Fly  from  it,  as  from  the  pit  of  eternal  misery;  or,  let 
us  faithfully  and  affectionately  tell  you,  All  this  must  he  your  portion. 

II.  Another  sin,  to  which  we  would  beg  your  serious  attention,  is 
SABBATH  BREAKING.  And  it  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  most 
of  those  persons  to  whose  melancholy  fate  we  have  just  referred,  united 
this  crime  to  the  former.  The  great  days  of  excessive  drinking  appear  to 
have  been  on  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day,  both  of  them  the 
Christian  Sabbath  !  and  on  those  days  the  righteous  hand  of  Divine 
Judgment  was  most  terribly  felt. 

Sabbath-breaking  is  a  crime  still  more  common  than  intemperanse. 
Look  at  our  streets  on  the  Lord’s  day  !  Behold  the  hundreds,  yea, 
thousands !  who  spend  every  leisure  moment  of  this  holy  day  in  street- 
walking.  The  churches  and  chapels,  built  for  God’s  worship,  are  opbiv  , 
but  they  enter  not  in.  The  voice  of  mercy  calls,  but  they  regard  it  not : 
the  Saviour  of  sinners  is  proclaimed,  but  they  turn  away  from  the 
sound  of  his  name. 

Behold,  in  the  spring  and  summer,  the  fields  and  public  walks  in  this 

*  Isa.  v.  11,  12,  22,  24,  25,  14 
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neighbourhood  on  the  Lord’s  day !  What  multitudes  are  seen  here,  till 
darkness  shall  close  the  day  of  God,  and  compel  them  to  retire ! 

Behold,  also,  the  number  of  Gigs  and  Coaches  that  are  employed  o« 
the  Sabbath  !  Some  employed  for  pleasure  excursions  ;  others  for  risking 
distant  friends  ;  others  to  conduct  persons  on  worldly  business  ! 

Behold,  in  summer,  our  Steam-boats ,  literally  crowded  with  passen¬ 
gers,  in  proceeding  and  returning  on  trips  of  ungodly  pleasure  ;  especially 
between  this  Town  and  Tynemouth  !  If  accidents  should  happen  on  this 
day,  (and,  alas  !  they  frequently  do,)  and  those  lovers  of  pleasure  more 
than  lovers  of  God ,  are  plunged  into  a  watery  grave,  can  this  excite  our 
surprise?  The  good  providence  of  God  is  the  constant  guard  of  His 
people;  but  if  the  law  of  God,  “  Remember  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep 
it  holy,”  is  thus  openly  profaned,  no  wonder  if  He  cease  to  grant  His 
watchful  providence,  and  allow  the  disobedient  to  perish  before  him  ! 

Nor  is  this  profanation  of  the  Sabbath  peculiar  to  the  ungodly. 
Many  Members  of  our  churches  are  not  free  from  guilt  on  this  subject. 
By  taking  such  journeys  they  promote  the  guilt  of  those  who  are  em¬ 
ploying  their  vehicles  and  horses,  and  of  those  who  work  and  manage 
the  steamers  on  this  sacred  day !  We  warn  you  of  this,  and  entreat 
you  to  be  partakers  of  other  men’s  guilt  no  more ;  for  the  guilt  is  yours 
as  well  as  theirs,  and  cannot  pass  unpunished. 

What  a  crying  sin  is  it  that  the  Public  Houses  should  be  open  during 
this  day,  to  afford  a  guilty  retreat  to  those  who  have  no  disposition 
either  for  the  House  of  God,  or  their  own  dwellings  !  Pass  by  those 
sinks  of  profanity  on  the  Sabbath,  and,  alas  !  what  sounds  salute  your 
ears!  The  civil  authorities  in  this  are  lamentably  deficient,  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  must  share  in  the  guilt. 

Should  this  Tract  fall  into  the  hands  of  Magistrates,  or  of  any  in¬ 
vested  with  the  authorities  of  the  Law,  we  entreat  them  to  consider, 
whether  they  do  their  duty  in  allowing  the  Laws  of  the  Realm  to  be  so 
grossly  violated  ?  They  are  invested  with  power  to  check  these  crimes  on 
the  Sabbath  ;  but  if  they  know  them  to  exist,  and  do  not  put  into  ex¬ 
ecution  the  wholesome  Laws  of  the  State,  they  are  sharers  in  the  guilt 
of  the  unhappy  persons  to  whom  we  refer.  Oh,  let  the  time  past  suffice  ! 
Let  all  be  done  that  can  be  done  to  stem  the  overflowing  current  of 
vice  ;  or,  without  doubt,  heavier  judgments  await  us. 

Wre  must  also  bear  our  faithful  testimony  against  giving  Public  Din¬ 
ners  on  the  Sabbath  day.  Hereby,  many  servants  are  compelled  to  pro¬ 
fane  the  Sabbath.  To  them,  in  this  case,  it  is  the  hardest  day  of  the  seven  ; 
while,  also,  they  are  utterly  precluded  from  attending  public  worship. 
The  law  of  God  is,  “  Thou  shalt  not  do  any  work,  thou,  nor  thy  son, 
nor  thy  daughter,  nor  thy  man-servant,  nor  thy  maid-servant,  nor  thy 
cattle,  nor  the  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates.”  *  But  both  master* 
and  servants  do,  in  ibis  case,  most  alarmingly  violate  this  holy  law. 
And,  alas  !  how  is  the  evening  of  the  Sabbath  spent  by  all  parties  after 
these  festivities  !  Will  not  this  be  “bitterness  in  the  latter  end?”  Re¬ 
member,  it  is  written  of  this  day,  that  “  Every  one  that  defileth  it,  that 
soul  shall  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people.”  f 

*  Exod.  xx.  7.  f  Exod.  xxsi.  14. 
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Nor  must  we  omit  a  word  to  Professors  of  Religion  on  this  subject. 
How  often  do  the  ungodly  excuse  themselves,  by  referring  to  the  incon¬ 
sistencies  of  Professors  ?  and  how  lamentable  is  it  that  any  “  that  name 
the  name  of  Christ”  should  put  this  into  their  power!  The  dreadful 
disease  that  is  still  prevailing  among  us,  has  taken  away  several  persons 
who  professed  to  belong  to  certain  places  of  worship,  but  who,  alas, 
were  seldom  there  l  Any  trifling  concern  with  you  forms  a  sufficient  ex¬ 
cuse  for  absence  from  your  places  in  the  house  of  God.  How  many 
wives  and  mothers,  as  well  as  servants,  stay  at  home  for  the  purpose  of 
cooking ?  With  what  little  arrangement  or  contrivance,  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  might  all  this  be  avoided,  and  whole  families  have  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  appearing  in  the  courts  of  Zion?  If  such  labour  could  be 
avoided,  and  whole  families  could  thus  be  brought  to  the  place  where 
God  hath  promised  to  meet  with,  and  to  bless  his  waiting  people,*  then 
the  neglect  of  such  arrangements  is  a  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
instead  of  the  blessing  of  God,  his  curse  only  can  be  expected  ! 

How  many  Professors  idly  spend  the  intervals  of  public  worship  ? 
Some  in  vain  and  sinful  talking  and  jesting,  some  in  taking  walks  of 
amusement  and  pleasure,  and  thereby  dissipating  the  impressions  which 
the  word  of  God  might  have  made  when  in  His  house.  Here  the  good 
seed  is  sown  “by  the  way  side”  and  is  soon  “devoured,”  and  such 
souls  “become  unfruitful.”  Wonder  not,  then,  if  the  words  of  Christ 
respecting  unfruitful  Professors  should  be  realised  in  you  :  “  Every 

branch  in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit  He  taketh  away.”  -j* 

Suffer  us  to  entreat  ALL  who  may  peruse  this  Tract,  to  remember 
that  the  Sabbath  is  the  LORD’S  DAY.  Let  no  worldly  business  oc¬ 
cupy  any  part  of  it.  Do  nothing  on  that  day  which  may  be  done  on  the 
day  preceding ;  or,  without  sin,  be  left  to  the  day  following.  Repair  to 
the  house  of  God.  Let  not  the  tempter  suggest  trifling  excuses,  and 
you  yield  to  the  enemy,  while  you  disregard  the  solemn  command  of 
your  Creator  and  Saviour.  But  should  our  admonition  be  fruitless,  and 
you  persist  in  the  profanation  of  this  day,  then  know,  that  sooner  or 
later  the  Almighty  will  visit  you  in  his  hot  displeasure.  “  God  shall 
destroy  thee  for  ever ;  he  shall  take  thee  away,  and  pluck  thee  out  of 
thy  dwelling-place,  and  root  thee  out  of  the  land  of  the  living. 

Permit  us  to  add  a  Fact  or  ttvo  relative  to  this  terrible  scourge  cm 
Sabbath  Breakers. 

ADDITIONAL  STRIKING  FACTS. 

A  man  in  Newcastle,  of  the  name  of  — ,  a  dreadful  swearer  and  noto¬ 
rious  Sabbath  Breaker,  as  well  as  a  confirmed  drunkard,  was  seized  by 
the  Cholera:  while  in  the  agonies  of  death,  he  called  for  ardent  spirits,  and 
died  in  a  few  hours  ! 

A  man,  of  - - ,  who  received  two  pounds  three  days  before  Christmas- 

day,  got  drunk  with  the  money  for  six  successive  days:  on  the  seventh 
he  was  seized  with  cholera;  in  t  > o  days  he  died  !  driven  away,  we  fear,  in  his 
wickedness  ;  in  four  hours  after  death,  his  body  was  put  beneath  the  ground, 

*  See  Exod.  xx.  24.  Psalm,  cxxviii.  5.  Isa.  Iviii.  13,  14.  Matt,  xviii.  20* 
f  John,  xv.  2.  See  also,  Heb.  vi.  7,  8. 

1  Psalm,  lii.  5. 
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and  a  wife  and  family  were  left  to  feel  the  misery  which  he  had  brought 
upon  them. 

A  female,  in  the  higher  part  of  ,  was  repeatedly  reproved  for  her 

violation  of  the  Holy  Sabbath, — neglect  of  public  worship;  and  also  her 
hoirible  practice  of  swearing.  Although  her  husband’s  brother,  (awful  proof 
of  the  uncertainty  of  life  !)  who  was  well  on  the  Wednesday  evening,  the  5th 
inst.,  was  attacked  by  Cholera  on  Thursday  morning,  and  died  the  same 
day  !  yet  this  proved  no  effectual  warning  to  her,  or  her  husband.  On  the 
evening  of  the  7th,  they  were  both  pursuing  their  old  practices,  and  did 
not  reach  their  homes  till  the  next  morning  early,  the  Sabbath  morning  ! 
That  morning,  as  the  day  commenced,  the  Cholera  seized  her,  and,  on 
Tuesday  following,  she  was  laid  in  her  grave  ! — She  entreated  her  friends 
to  pray  for  her  ;  adding,  My  heart  is  hard— I  cannot  feel — I  cannot  pray . 
When  I  might  have  prayed,  and  could  have  prayed ,  /  would  not.  Now 
I  would,  but  I  cannot!  Without  any  visible  change  of  feeling,  she  left 
this  world  to  appear  before  her  Judge  ! 

A  man  named  —  . ,  was  ever  intemperate  after  he  attained  man¬ 

hood,  spending  a  large  portion  of  his  earnings  in  drink.  He  had  a 
very  narrow  escape  from  death,  a  short  time  ago,  and  was  then  warned  and 
entreated  to  alter  his  course  of  life  ;  but  disregarding  all  advice,  he  pursued 
his  old  habits  of  intemperance  till  the  Lord’s  Day  (Dec.  25th).  On  the 
next  morning,  he  was  attacked  by  this  disease,  and  d;ed  in  twelve  hours ! 
His  son,  the  same  day,  was  taken  ill,  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  died 
the  next  day  !  His  wife  died  on  the  Wednesday  morning,  and  was  buried 
the  same  day !  ! 

On  the  Christmas- Day,  two  men  (one  of  whom  was  a  notorious  dog- 
fighter)  were  fighting  in  a  public-house,  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  near  the 
Wesleyan- Chapel,  and  that  too  during  the  time  of  worship  there.  One  of 
them  died  of  the  Cholera  in  a  few  hours  after,  and  the  other  in  two  days ! 

A  backslider,  in  - -,  who  had  returned  to  his  old  crime  of  intem¬ 

perance,  and  abused  his  wife  for  attending  public  worship,  on  the  last 
day  of  the  year  was  drunk, — continued  his  excesses  through  the  next  day, 
(Sunday !) — was  seized  by  this  malady  in  the  evening,  and  was  dead  before 
next  morning’s  light !  Oh,  how  has  this  sweeping  scourge  cut  down  the  un¬ 
godly  !  Some  pious  souls  may  have  been  removed  by  it,  and  have  finished 
their  last  moments  in  peace ;  but  the  dissipated,  dissolute,  profane,  and 
intemperate,  are  the  general  victims  of  this  disease.* 

III.  Other  vices  prevail  in  these  towns,  against  which  we  would  bear 
our  testimony ;  but  the  limits  of  our  Address  will  not  allow  us  to  dwell 
to  the  same  length  upon  them.  LEWDNESS,  however,  must  be  no¬ 
ticed.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  crime  is  alarmingly  on  the  increase, 
and  its  fatal  consequences  of  no  very  limited  extent.  If  a  correct  judg¬ 
ment  may  be  formed  on  this  subject  from  the  number  of  poor  unfortunate 
girls  on  our  streets  at  night,  such  must  be  fact.  Many  of  them  pretend 
to  be  driven  by  poverty  to  have  recourse  to  this  crime, — but,  alas  !  if  this 
be  a  fact,  it  is  no  excuse :  it  is  a  crime,  (like  drunkenness,)  against  them¬ 
selves ,  against  society,  and  against  God,  and  there  is  none  more  fitted  to  be 
the  means  of  the  ruin  of  others.  This  sin  is  generally  quickly  followed  by 
the  others,  of  which  we  have  already  been  warning  the  Reader.  Profane 
and  corrupt  language,  Sabbath-breaking,  and  then  drunkenness,  will  sel- 

*  It  should  be  preserved  on  record,  that  “  a  Joiner,  in  Gateshead,  made 
50  coffins  in  one  week  ;  and  from  Christmas  Day  to  January  the  13th,  had 
made  102,  for  persons  having  died  of  this  complaint !” 
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dbffi  be  far  apart  from  prostitution.  When  the  one  enters,  the  other* 
are  at  the  door ;  and  no  hope  can  be  entertained,  but  in  the  omnipotence 
of  God,  where  these  crimes  are  united.  Satan’s  prey,  in  this  case,  is  no 
doubt  generally,  awfully  secure  1  A  great  number  of  this  character  also 
have  been  carried  off  by  the  same  judgment  of  God. 

But  what  shall  we  say  of  those  persons  of  the  other  sex,  who,  by  flat- 
tery,  by  deceit,  by  intrigue,  and  by  false  promises,  first  lead  these  un¬ 
fortunate  persons  to  this  crime,  and  then  abandon  them,  and  thereby 
introduce  them  into  this  “  broad  way,”  which  infallibly  leads  to  their  eter¬ 
nal  ruin  !  If  the  guilt  of  the  seduced  is  great,  the  guilt  of  the  seducer  is 
double  ! 

Upon  you,  however,  of  both  sexes,  who  may  hitherto  survive  the 
scourge — upon  you,  too,  we  call.  It  may  not  yet  be  too  late.  Quit, 
O  quit,  this  vile  career.  This  is  the  crime  which  is  said  in  the  Bible  to 
be  “  bitter  as  wormwood,  sharp  as  a  two-edged  sword ;  to  go  down  to 
death,  and  to  take  hold  on  hell  !”*  It  has  slain  its  thousands,  yea,  its 
millions.  Add  not  your  souls  to  the  number.  You  are  yet  out  of  ruin  ; 
and  we  trust  you  are  spared  for  purposes  of  mercy  and  salvation. 


The  following  most  affecting  case  may  serve  as  a  warning  to  persons 
who  add  to  their  other  crimes  the  horrible  practice  of  disturbing  the 
dead  in  the  grave,  in  order  to  make  a  gain  of  the  defenceless  corpse :  it  is 
copied  from  the  newspapers  published  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place 
where  the  event  occurred  : — 

“  Last  week,  two  resurrectionists  went  to  a  church-yard  in  Preston  Pans, 
to  pursue  their  disgusting  trade.  The  mother  of  one  of  the  men  had  died 
of  cholera  on  the  day  previous,  and  was  interred  by  the  side  of  a  suitable 
‘  subject,’  on  whose  grave  the  resurrectionists  intended  to  operate.  They 
accordingly  proceeded  to  work,  and  disinterred  a  body,  but  it  was  immedi¬ 
ately  discovered  that  they  had  opened  the  wrong  grave,  and  lifted  the  body- 
snatcher’s  mother !  The  terror  occasioned  by  this  mistake  made  them 
instantly  replace  tke  body,  and  desist  from  farther  operations  for  the  night. 
Next  day  they  were  both  seized  with  cholera,  died  in  the  evening,  and  on  the 
following:  morning  were  buried  alongside  the  corpse  they  had  so  lately  ex¬ 
humed  !  !” 

The  Grave,  in  this  melancholy  case,  resembles  the  Lion  from  which 
persons  presumed  to  take  his  prey :  he  furiously  seized  his  robbers,  and 
adds  them  to  the  prey  he  had  won !  But  the  displeasure  of  Heaven 
against  this  horrid  crime  is  here  made  most  signal  and  manifest. 


But  we  will  close  our  Address,  by  pointing  out  to  you,  into  whose 
hands,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  this  tract  may  fall,  if  you  have 
gone,  or  are  going,  in  any  of  those  ways  of  death ,  how  to  escape  the 
wrath  to  come.  We  will  indulge  the  hope,  that  some  Reader  of 
Hearer  of  this  tract  will  feel  the  force  of  the  warning  voice ,  and  form  the 
resolution  of  amending  his  or  her  ways.  We  assure  you  it  is  the  voice 
ef  kindness,  and  of  love  to  your  souls.  All  we  aim  at  by  this  Address  is 
your  reformation,  your  happiness,  and  your  eternal  welfare.  We  beg-, 
therefore,  to  recommend  to  you— 

*  Prov.  v.  4,  5. 
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1.  To  reflect  seriously  on  your  past  life „  Bring  your  misdeeds  to  re¬ 
collection,  and,  however  fearful  and  appalling,  let  them  stand  before  your 
imagination.  Better  to  bring  them  before  you  now,  that  by  the  review 
you  may  be  sensible  how  deeply  you  are  involved  in  guilt,  to  the  end 
that  you  may  repent  of  the  same,  afrd  obtain  mercy,  than  that  God,  the 
judge,  should  bring  them  before  you  at  the  last  day  to  your  confusion,  shame, 
and  final  doom.  Consider  how  you  have  dishonoured  and  disobeyed 
God ;  how  much  of  your  time  is  gone  to  waste ;  how  you  have  robbed 
God  of  his  own  day;  and  how  justly  he  might  have  made  you  the  object 
of  his  righteous  and  eternal  displeasure  ! 

2.  If  you  feel,  as  well  as  know,  that  you  are  guilty  before  him,  we  ad¬ 
vise  you  to  deplore  and  mourn  over  your  sins  at  his  footstool.  It  is  the 
command  of  the  gospel  that  sinners  should  “  Repent  of  their  wicked¬ 
ness”  with  a  godly  sorrow,  and  in  deep  humility.  Be  not  ashamed  of  your 
tears.  You  have,  alas  !  cause  enough ;  perhaps  equally  with  those  to 
whose  melancholy  death  we  have  been  refeiring:  and  remember  what 
our  Saviour  has  said  upon  this  point,  44  Except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all 
likewise  perish.”* 

3.  We  exhort  you  to  “  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God ,  who  taketh  away  the  sin 

of  the  world.'"  f  The  holy  apostle  Paul,  when  addressing  a  man  who 
was  conscious  of  his  guilt,  and  enquired  “  What  he  should  do  to  be 
saved,”  replied,  (and  we  give  you  the  same  divinely-authorised  advice,) 
44  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ,  and  thou  skalt  be  saved.  Our  Re¬ 

deemer  suffered,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God.§ 
His  blood  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin.  ||  Let  the  exulting  language  of  a 
saved  persecutor  and  blasphemer  encourage  you  to  hope  that  you  may 
enjoy  equally  with  him  the  same  mercy  and  grace  :  44  This  'is  a  faithful 
saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the 
world  to  save  sinners,  of  whom  I  am  chief. '’^T 

4.  In  the  name  of  this  gracious  Saviour,  seek  the  mercy  of  God  by 
humble  and  persevering  prayer.  And  should  the  blessing  of  heaven 
so  accompany  this  our  attempt  to  improve  the  chastisement  we  have 
suffered,  as  to  lead  you,  Reader,  to  betake  yourself  thus  to  the  throne 
of  the  heavenly  grace ,  then  we  shall  rejoice  that  we  have  not  laboured 
in  vain  ;  and  we  can,  on  divine  authority,  assure  you,  that  Mercy  and 
Pardon  and  eternal  Life  are  yours.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  44  Let 
the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ;  and 
let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and 
to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.”** 

*  Luke,  xiii.  3,  5.  f  John,  i.  29.  f  Acts,  xvi.  31.  §  I.  Peter,  iii.  13. 

|1  I.  John,  i.  7.  %  I.  Tim  i.  15.  **  Isa.  Iv.  7. 


ADDENDUM,  THIRD  EDITION. 

The  total  number  of  Cholera  Cases  to  this  day,  February  16,  1832,  are, — 
in  Newcastle,  945;  deaths,  294.  In  Gateshead,— cases,  402 ;  deaths,  144: 
and  the  grand  total  reported  to  the  Cernral  Bo  nd  of  Health, — cases,  4452  ; 
deaths,  1831.  44  O  Lord-. in  wrath  r  member mercv  and  when  thv  judg¬ 
ments  are  in  the  earthy  let  the  inhabitants  thereof  learn  righteousness. 


THE  END. 


